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SUPPORTING H.R. 3137

HON. WILLIAM L. JENKINS
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 1998

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
support H.R. 3137, the Medicare Venipuncture
Seniors Protection Act of 1998. This legislation
sponsored by Representative BOB ADERHOLT
(4th-AL) would delay implementation of the
elimination of the venipuncture home health
benefit included in the Balanced Budget Act of
1997. In order to determine whether or not the
benefit should be restored after the delay, the
bill commissions a study of venipuncture ben-
efits. I also want to take the time to applaud
the efforts of other Members of Congress who
have taken a lead on this important issue.
Representative NICK RAHALL (3rd-WV) took
the first step to correct this error in the Bal-
anced Budget Act when he introduced H.R.
2912, the Medicare Venipuncture Fairness Act
of 1997. I cosponsored the legislation which
restores the venipuncture benefit completely.

Everyone is opposed to fraud, waste, and
abuse in the Medicare Program. I want to do
everything we can to eliminate these items
from the program so that we can offer addi-
tional medical services and prolong the life of
the Medicare trust funds. However, complete
elimination of the venipuncture benefit is not a
solution to this problem. Unfortunately, elimi-
nating home health visits for the sole purpose
of obtaining a venipuncture was included in
the Balanced Budget Act passed by this Con-
gress and signed into law by the President
last year.

This change in Medicare has affected indi-
vidual States in different ways. Some of the
most negatively affected are rural Southern
States like Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia,
North Carolina, Mississippi, Kentucky, and
West Virginia. In Tennessee, State regulations
prevent lab technicians from entering homes
and drawing blood under Medicare part B.
Further, there is no safety net on the State
level which will care for these patients. If our
intent is to save money in health care, it does
not make sense to discontinue this benefit.
Many of these individuals could be placed into
nursing homes and onto the Medicaid Pro-
gram. In Tennessee, one recent study has in-
dicated that an additional 3,000 nursing beds
will be needed by the year 2000. More beds
will be needed if this inequity is not corrected.

Like many other Members of Congress, I
supported balancing the budget and getting
our financial house in order. When I ran for
Congress in 1996, one of my primary goals
was working to get the budget balanced. How-
ever, I believe that we have gone too far with
the elimination of this benefit, and I have no
intention of balancing the budget on the backs
of our frail and elderly.
f
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently I visited Moscow with my colleagues

Mr. HALL of Ohio and Mr. WOLF of Virginia,
along with the distinguished Librarian of Con-
gress and specialist on Russia, Dr. James
Billington. We were there as part of an inter-
national delegation invited to discuss with
Russian officials the new Russian law on free-
dom of conscience and religious organiza-
tions. This trip was very fruitful and I believe
will have played a role in having some of the
most pernicious elements of that regrettable
legislation removed or alleviated.

During our stay in Moscow, the U.S. Em-
bassy kindly arranged a meeting for us with
Alexander Ogorodnikov, a former Soviet politi-
cal prisoner whom I first met in 1988. Until re-
cently, he had operated a soup kitchen and
shelter for endangered young women in Mos-
cow. I say ‘‘recently’’ because just before our
arrival, the soup kitchen was closed down by
order of city officials. The shelter is still open,
although it has been subjected to periodic po-
lice raids since its opening.

Mr. Ogorodnikov opened his soup kitchen
on Khoroshevskoe Shosse in February 1991,
the first such privately funded charitable insti-
tution in the former Soviet Union. Among the
financial contributors were religious organiza-
tions in the United States, Germany, France,
and the Netherlands. The soup kitchen fed
pensioners, homeless persons, former
incarcerees, refugees, people from other
neighborhoods, basically most anyone who
needed a meal. According to Mr. Ogorodnikov,
an average of 450 to 550 persons visited the
soup kitchen every day as of 1997.

Unfortunately, as the saying goes, no good
deed goes unpunished—especially in today’s
Russia. Neighborhood officials and the Mos-
cow city property authorities have been level-
ing (in Mr. Ogorodnikov’s words) ‘‘unjustified
financial claims’’ against the soup kitchen. The
case has gone to court and has still not been
resolved.

Nevertheless, on the night of November 13,
1997, a group of unknown persons showed up
when none of the soup kitchen personnel
were present and seized the premises. On the
next day, when soup kitchen personnel arrived
for work, they were not permitted to enter. The
new occupants announced that ‘‘repairs had
been initiated.’’ Mr. Ogorodnikov was not even
allowed to retrieve his equipment or the food-
stuffs that had been stored at the soup kitch-
en.

On January 15, I visited the soup kitchen, or
rather what was left of it, with Mr.
Ogorodnikov. Repair work on the building was
being done, but it appeared as if the soup
kitchen had never existed. All Mr.
Ogorodnikov’s kitchen equipment and his
foodstuffs had disappeared. We asked for the
foreman of the operation and, after a while, he
showed up. I don’t think he was glad to see
us. The foreman informed Mr. Ogorodnikov
that his equipment had been removed and
stored elsewhere in the city, but he refused to
say where.

Mr. Ogorodnikov was shown a back room
where someone had stashed two of the icons
that had been on the soup kitchen wall, and
Mr. Ogorodnikov was required to sign for the
icons before he could remove them for safe
keeping, ‘‘so there won’t be any claims.’’ Of
course, no one worried about claims when the
food, refrigerators, freezers, tables, and other
equipment were hauled away.

The foreman did indicate that he would ar-
range to have the equipment delivered wher-

ever Mr. Ogorodnikov instructed, a rather dif-
ficult condition, since Mr. Ogorodnikov has no
other place to store his equipment. In the
meantime, Mr. Ogorodnikov could win his
case against his tormentors, and the court
might order his foodstuffs and equipment re-
turned to him. By that time, who knows what
will remain?

Mr. Speaker, ironically, the United States
Government has spent significant amounts of
taxpayers’ money to assist Russia with macro-
economic programs, small business assist-
ance, and humanitarian aid. Yet here is a
Russian man who, like many of his contem-
poraries, could have gone into business for his
own financial gain. Instead, he has devoted
himself to helping the many poor and destitute
among his countrymen. In return, local officials
harass him, shut down his operation, and de-
prive many others of the chance to have a de-
cent meal.

It is a sad commentary on human nature,
and bespeaks badly on the political leadership
of a city with such great potential.
f
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to join with my constituents and the friends
and family of Jack B. Levy as they gather in
Long Beach, New York to celebrate his 100th
birthday. Jack is the quintessential example of
the American success story and exudes those
characteristics and traits that are part of the
great American heritage. Born on February 25,
1898 in Levov, Russia as Yankel Levov, he
immigrated to America at age 15. Passing
through Ellis Island and by the whim of an im-
migrant inspector, he emerged into his new
country as Jack B. Levy.

Having been taken in by his aunt and uncle,
Jack took advantage of the many opportunities
being offered him and on his second day in
America began his first job. Jack was not one
to sit idly by and undertook a series of jobs
that would include cab driver, train engineer
and anything else at which he could earn a liv-
ing working 12 hours a day seven days a
week. With a voracious appetite for reading
the daily papers, a habit which he still main-
tains, Jack quickly learned to read and write
English. He soon became a citizen and estab-
lished the practice of having voted in every
local and national election.

In 1924, he married Mollie Steinman and
began a family that was to include his chil-
dren, Lawrence, Aaron and Irene, eight grand-
children and twelve great-grandchildren. Much
to the perseverance and dedication of their
parents, the work ethic, the concept of com-
munity service and giving of one’s self to help
others became ingrained in their daily lives.

Retirement has not changed Jack as is evi-
denced by the County of Nassau recognizing
him for his outstanding work among senior citi-
zens. Not only has he continued to be a
source of joy and enlightenment to his entire
family, he has also taken his many talents and
effectively applied them to the members of the
Senior Center of Long Beach, New York.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to rise
and join with me in honoring Mr. Jack B. Levy.
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